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human needs and functions. They are also immaculate
(ma'stim), innocent of any sin, small or great, co-equal, en-
dowed with every virtue, knowledge and power. Their birth
was not as that of ordinary mortals, and, like the Prophet, they
were born circumcised. After many further amplifications
of the Imams' perfections, the author proceeds to warn his
readers against certain opinions of the Ghuldt^ or most
extreme Shf'a, who would put them above the Prophet and
even deify them.

Mishkat V1 (pp. 71-85).
Beliefs connected with Death, Judgemmt and the Hereafter.

Section!. Death. The Angels,the Prophet and the Imams
are present at every death-bed, whether of a believer or an
unbeliever. When the spirit leaves the body, it
attaches itself to a subtle invisible body (qdltb-
i-mithdli-i-latif} which is a simulacrum of the material body
in the^intermediate world or "World of the Barrier " (^Alam-
i-Barzakh). To believe, as do some of the common people,
that these disembodied spirits enter the crops of green birds
or lamps attached to the Throne of God ('Arsti) is an error.
This disembodied spirit watches the body it has quitted
and the preparations for its burial, urging haste if it be a
believing spirit, and delay if unbelieving, but none hears or
heeds its appeal. It also sees its place in Heaven or Hell>
as the case may be. A believer's death is not always easy,
nor an unbeliever's hard. The Prophet's description of the
Angel of Death, whom he saw during his Night Ascent to
Heaven.

*x Like so many Persian books, the actual divisions of this book do
not correspond with the Table of Contents, which indicates five main
divisions, each called Mishkdt^ while only four such headings actually
occur in the text This section is described as Section (Mtsbdh) iv of
Mishkdt IV, but it introduces a quite new topic and should, I am con-
vinced, be called, as I have called it, Mishkdt V.